It is said that hereditary transmission is more likely to take place through a drunken mother than a drunken father; and that epilepsy is the most common of all diseases produced through alcoholic heredity. Of 17 epileptics, whose family histories I specially investigated, 10 had intemperate parents; in one case both parents were intemperate; in one, the mother only; and in 8, the father only. Investigations into the subject of alcoholic heredity are beset with difficulties, and accurate statistics would be difficult to obtain; but there is no doubt that many persons suffering from mental and physical deterioration are the victims of the intemperance of their progenitors.
